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 The interdisciplinary major in global studies provides an understanding and appreciation of the full breadth of challenges and 

opportunities offered by the accelerating interdependence of nations and peoples in today’s world. Students are encouraged to begin 

with the two-semester core course sequence in their first year at the College. They gain depth of understanding through foreign language 

study, study abroad, the completion of a coherent concentration within the major, and the preparation and defense of a senior thesis. 

Graduates will possess the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively in foreign lands as well as to serve as responsible and 

effective global citizens and as leaders in our increasingly interdependent world. 

 Communicating Plus - Global Studies: global studies majors address many of the Communicating Plus student learning goals through 

course work in other departments. Nevertheless, these goals have also been integrated into all global studies courses. Close, critical 

analysis of global studies texts is a major part of every classroom course. A multistage writing process is emphasized, so that student 

essays—from short pieces to a required senior thesis—are planned, written, and revised with instructor guidance. Students make use of on-

line databases and other technological resources in their research and writing. Oral communication skills are addressed through a variety 

of active/critical listening activities, group discussions, and presentations. Throughout the program, students think critically about a wide 

variety of approaches and perspectives on globalization and consider the various types of problems that must be addressed by the 

international community. Students work to define and consider solutions to these problems in a variety of individual and group projects. 

 Requirements for a major in global studies: core courses: GLB 111 and 112. Foreign Language: completed course work or 

demonstrated competence through the fifth semester of college work. All language courses must be passed with a grade of C- or better. 

Those studying a foreign language other than their primary foreign language as part of a study-abroad program may count that 

experience as their fifth semester of foreign language work. Study Abroad: at least one semester in a study-abroad program endorsed by 

Ripon College or approved by the Coordinator of Global Studies. Senior Seminar: GLB 501 and 502. Electives: completion of at least 

four courses chosen from one of the following concentrations (note that some of these courses have departmental prerequisites): 

Cultures and Civilizations 

ANT 224: Gender, Sex and Sexuality: Cross-Cultural Views 

ANT 232: Medical Anthropology 

ANT 241: Societies of Africa 

ANT 314: Religion, Magic and Witchcraft 

ANT 327: Global Youth Cultures 

ANT 335: Urban Anthropology 

ART:  All art history courses numbered 200 and above 

EDU 260: Diversity in American Education 

EDU 327: Education in Developing Countries 

EDU 329: Meeting the Needs of English as a Second Language Students 

HIS 264: Immigration and Ethnicity in American History 

HIS 269: How Latin America Fell Behind 

HIS 270: Modernizing Latin America 

HIS 281: World History I (same as GLB 281) 

HIS 282: World History II (same as GLB 282) 

HIS 330: Women and Family in Medieval and Early Modern Europe 

HIS 334: Topics in Western Spirituality (same as ART 334 and REL 334) 

HIS 335: The Renaissance in Western Europe 

HIS 360: Topics in African American History 

MUS 112: Selected Topics in Music: World Music 

MUS 331: History of Baroque and Classical Musical Styles 

MUS 332: History of Romantic Musical Styles 

MUS 333: History of 20th Century Musical Styles 

PHL 222: Religion, Different Religions, and the Truth 

PHL 241: Ethics 



PHL 290: Reality and Knowledge 

REL 221: Comparative World Religions 

REL 332: Comparative Religious Ethics 

REL 442: The Problem of God in Comparative Perspective 

Language and Literature 

CLA: All classical studies courses numbered 200 and above 

ENG 243: Women’s Literature (same as WOM 243) 

ENG 251: Foundations of English Literature 

ENG 260: Topics in Cultural Identity 

ENG 324: Period Studies: Modernism 

FRE: All French literature courses numbered 300 and above 

GER: All German literature courses numbered 300 and above 

GLB 180: Survey of World Cinema (same as POL 180) 

HIS 276: Latin America at the Movies: History and Film 

SPA: All Spanish literature courses numbered 300 and above 

THE 231: Theatre and Drama I: Ancient and Medieval Europe 

THE 232: Theatre and Drama II: Renaissance through Romantic 

THE 234: Asian Theatre and Drama 

THE 333: Theatre and Drama III: Modern and Contemporary 

Global Political Economy 

ANT 222: Anthropology and Contemporary Global Issues 

BSA 330: International Marketing 

ECO 321: Economics of Professional Sports 

ECO 346: Game Theory for Business and Economics 

ECO 361: Development Economics I 

ECO 364: Business Strategy and Economic Policy in Latin America 

  (same as BSA 364) 

ECO 452: International Economics 

ECO 461: Development Economics II 

ECO 481, 482: History of Economic Thought 

POL 272: Development and Change in Latin America 

POL 273: China in Transition 

POL 276: Politics of Contemporary Europe 

War, Peace and Diplomacy 

CMM 248: Communication, Media and Technology 

CMM 336: Social Movement Communication 

CMM 352: Political Communication 

HIS 236: Europe in the Contemporary World 

HIS 262: American Race Relations 

HIS 264: Immigration and Ethnicity in American History 

HIS 269: How Latin America Fell Behind 

HIS 270: Modernizing Latin America 

HIS 351: World War I: Causes, Conduct and Consequences 

HIS 353: British Empire After 1783 

HIS 354: Modern Germany 

HIS 360: Topics in African American History 

HIS 362: Topics in History of the Modern Middle East 

HIS 375: United States and Latin America 

HIS 377: Dirty Wars in Latin America 

MIL 305: U.S. Army Campaign History 1840 to Present 



PHL 353: Human Rights 

POL 273: China in Transition 

POL 280: Introduction to International Relations 

POL 343: U.S. National Security Policy 

POL 380: Topics in International Politics 

POL 381: United States Foreign Policy 

POL 385: Terrorism and Intelligence 

REL 321, Ethics and International Affairs (same as IDS 321 and POL 383) 

REL 322, Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective 

  (same as IDS 322 and POL 375) 

SOC 315: Sociological Theories 

Science, Technology and Environment 

BIO 247: General Ecology (same as ENV 247) 

BIO 314: Microbiology 

BIO 337: Terrestrial Ecology 

BIO 338: Aquatic Ecology 

BIO 339: Behavioral Ecology 

CHM 100: Global Chemistry 

ECO 332: Resource and Environmental Economics (same as ENV 332) 

ENV 120: Environmental Studies 

ENV 243: Philosophy and the Environment (same as PHL 243) 

ENV 300: Departmental Studies: GIS/GPS** 

ENV 332: Resource and Environmental Economics (same as ECO 332) 

MTH 146: Computer Modeling* 

MTH 246: Mathematical Modeling* 

PHL 355: The Philosophy of Evolution 

 

Please note that a student may not use the same study-abroad experience to satisfy requirements for both the global studies major with a 

concentration in science, technology and the environment and the environmental studies major. 

 *For credit toward the global studies major individual student projects in these courses must deal with global or trans-national 

phenomena, as determined by the course instructor in consultation with the global studies program coordinator. 

 **Other courses offered under this number may or may not count toward the Global Studies concentration, depending on the content 

of the course. The decision will be made by the coordinator of the global studies program in consultation with the coordinator of the 

environmental studies program. 

111. Global Political Culture Staff 

 Four credits.  First half of the required core course for the global studies major. 
Defines political culture and examines its dynamics at various levels in today’s world, from the local to the global. Specifically examines ways in which 

history, language, religion, literature, ethnicity, and tradition affect identity-formation and its correlates in today’s world. May count toward the global 

and cultural studies requirement; refer to the Academic Policies: Global and Cultural Studies Requirement section for more information.  Same as POL 

111. Open to first-year and sophomore students only, except by permission of instructor. 

112. Global Political Economy Staff 

 Four credits.  Second half of the required core course for the global studies major. 
Defines political economy and examines its manifestations in today’s increasingly interdependent world. Specific issues include population, resources, 

environmental protection, trade and development, trends toward democratization, human rights, and new and enduring sources of conflict and 

cooperation. Same as POL 112. Open to first-year and sophomore students only, except by permission of instructor. 

180. Survey of World Cinema Katahira 

 Two credits. 
An introduction to contemporary trends in international feature films. The craft of film criticism will also be studied and practiced. Requirements 

include viewing all films in the International Film Series, attending weekly 50-minute discussion sessions, and writing a critique of each film. May be 



repeated for credit. May count toward the global and cultural studies requirement; refer to the Academic Policies: Global and Cultural Studies 

Requirement section for more information. Same as POL 180.  

200.  Topics Staff 

 Variable credit course, 2-4 credits. 
Designed to acquaint the student with a topic not covered by regular courses. Students can repeat the course for credit when the topics change. Please 

see the pertinent Schedule of Courses for the listing of topics courses.  

253. Modern Africa Mahoney 

 Four credits. 
An introduction to all aspects of African history since 1800. We will examine African history before, during, and after the era of European colonial rule 

over Africa. Political, economic, religious, and cultural issues will be discussed. We will also look at the historic roots of current problems in Africa, as 

well as African success stories. Same as HIS 253.  

281. World History I Staff 

 Four credits. 
This course focuses on developing a global perspective and the capacity to appreciate how different cultures have perceived similar historical 

phenomena. Students will seek to understand the variety of cultures that coexisted and often interacted from the earliest civilizations until 1500. 

Students seeking a history teaching major will be given preference in enrollment. May count toward the global and cultural studies requirement; refer to 

the Academic Policies: Global and Cultural Studies Requirement section for more information. Same as HIS 281. 

282. World History II Staff 

 Four credits. 
This course focuses on developing a global perspective and the capacity to appreciate how different cultures have perceived similar historical 

phenomena. Students will look at some of the key themes in world history during the past 500 years, such as world exploration and trade, nation 

building, education, imperialism, and decolonization. Students seeking a history teaching major will be given preference in enrollment. May count 

toward the global and cultural studies requirement; refer to the Academic Policies: Global and Cultural Studies Requirement section for more 

information. Same as HIS 282. 

300. Departmental Studies Staff 

 Variable credit course. 
Special subjects in global studies not covered by regular courses. This course may be repeated for credit when topics change. Please see the pertinent 

Schedule of Courses for the listing of topics courses. Some topics may count toward the global and cultural studies requirement; refer to the Academic 

Policies: Global and Cultural Studies Requirement section for more information. 

500.  Global Studies Senior Seminar Staff  

 Four credits. 
A one-semester capstone seminar. Students will make presentations on readings and other materials designed to integrate their work in global studies. 

They will also develop, research, write, and present orally a senior thesis on a contemporary issue in Global Studies chosen by them with the approval 

of the instructor. 

541, 542.  Independent Study Staff 

 Variable credit course, 2-4 credits each semester 
Supervised investigation of global topics of particular interest to the student and not covered in regular course offerings. Must be congruent with 

student’s chosen concentration(s) in the global studies major. No more than twelve credit hours of independent study or internship may be taken, and 

no more than eight credit hours may be in one department. A registration form is required. Prerequisites: junior or senior standing, consent of the global 

studies coordinator and a department project director, and 12 credits toward the major. 

551, 552.  Independent Study: Internship Staff 

 Variable credit course, 2-5 credits each semester. 
Supervised field study combining scholarly research and participant-observation in a firm, office, or agency operating internationally. Grading is Pass-

Fail. No more than twelve credit hours of independent study or internship may be taken, and no more than eight credit hours may be in one 

department. A registration form is required. Prerequisites: junior or senior standing, consent of the global studies coordinator and a department project director, and 

12 credits toward the major. 

 


